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ABSTRACT 



This document provides guidelines for preferred practice for 
the Child Identification Process for Colorado children, birth through five 
years of age. The guidelines were developed to be flexible and adaptable in 
support of individual community needs and in recognition of the variable 
resources throughout the state; however, the basic underlying assumptions and 
principles are considered critical to quality early intervention. The 
guidelines focus on process versus product, recognizing the value of parent 
driven choices, honoring diversity, recognizing that partnerships encompass 
families, interdisciplinary teams and community members, individualizing the 
process for the child, family and community, and obtaining family feedback 
for accountability. The Child Identification process includes three 
distinguishable procedures: the Community Screen, Individualized Screen, and 
Evaluation Process. In each section, the purpose of the procedure is 
outlined, and a basic assumption is explained. Components to be included in 
each process are found on the left side of the page, with "how to's" for 
implementation on the right side of the page. Throughout the document, 
information is provided that reflects sensitive practices to be supported. 

The document closes with answers to frequently asked questions on the Child 
Identification Process. (CR) 
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In Colorado, a variety of early childhood care- and education-related programs have the responsibility 
to locate and identify children who may have developmental and health related needs. Recent federal 
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the variable resources throughout the state. However, the basic underlying assumptions and principles 
are considered critical to quality early intervention; thus, exploring ways to incorporate these 
guidelines into a community’s child identification effort is highly desirable. 
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COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
CHILD IDENTIFICATION PROCESS FLOW CHART 
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Child 

Care Head ?? 




community service & 
support options 


Start 







m children determined not eligible/appropriate for special services under Colorado's Infant/Preschool 
definition but may be in need of community services and supports 

children determined to have no significant needs at the time of screening/evaluation, but who may 
be at risk for demonstrating delays at a later date 

children eligible / appropriate for service under Colorado's Infant/Preschool definition 
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Colorado Department of Education 
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COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
CHILD IDENTIFICATION PROCESS - BIRTH-5 YEARS 
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Written documentation of prior testing within six 
months or more recently depending on medical history 
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Colorado Department of Education 
CHILD IDENTIFICATION PROCESS 
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CHILD IDENTIFICATION PROCESS-BIRTH -5 YLaRS 

GUIDELINES 

INDIVIDUALIZED SCREEN 
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The screening process will respect the family's background by: 

a. considering diverse values including cultural differences 
and child-rearing practices in test administration and 
interpretation 

b. interacting with the child and family in their primary 
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HEARING AND VISIOhf SCREENING CHART 
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Colorado Department of Education 
CHILD IDENTIFICATION PROCESS 








COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
CHILD IDENTIFICATION PROCESS-BIRTH-5 YEARS 

GUIDELINES 
EVALUATION PROCESS 
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3B. The composition of the team is determined by the needs of the 
child and family and by the types of decisions to be made. 



3 C. Keeping in mind the holistic, multifaceted needs of the child 
(i.e., motor, communication, social-emotional, etc.) and family 
and the decisions to be made, the team selected must 
in. lade a family member and professionals* from a variety 
of disciplines. 
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3E. Multiple evaluation strategies must include: 
a. parent observations of the child 
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3G. At the conclusion of the evaluation process, the family and 
professionals interact to exchange general impressions of the 
child based on the evaluation, reflect upon the evaluation 
process, and plan next steps. 
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HEARING AND VISIOhf SCREENING CHART 



o 

ERLC- 



Q 

O 

X 

fc 

2 

\ 

oo 

H 

Z 

w 

2 

D 

pc; 

H 

oo 

Z 

o 

z 

z 

w 

X 

u 

oo 



Q 

x 

s 

u 

Uh 

O 

w 

O 

< 



z 

o 

H 

U 

z 

D 

Uh 



CU 

£< 
CJ r> 

C u' 



<v 

cc 



<u 

E 
13 .2 

3 -O 
.2 3 
> < 



fN 

\ 

pm 

O 

c 

E 



< 

> 

u 

O 

u 

O 

s 

E 

w 

z 

3 

< 



ir, 



ca 

u 



Pv| 



>1 



U J 
< 3 

g° 

5 2 

<j£ 
± u 



CJ 

V 

r~ 

C 

c 

E 

Cl 



s> 

ST 



u 

•3 



G Z 



C- 

o 



X 

SC 



SC 



x 

cj 



sc 



;a 

3 

c • 

C 

;a 

Z 

3 

u 

OO 



ir, 



> 

< 



c 



X 

OJ 

z 

r- 

F 

oo 

a 



oo 



\ 

"3 



CJ 



>i 






a 

o 

r- 

z 



;a 

CJ CA 

1— u 

s.1 



a -r 
3 ;a 
= o 



o E 
£ 2 

t C/D 
X) = 
X O 

5 > 



00 

SC 



u 

o 

> 

t— 

b 



pv| 

>- 

— V 



< z 

Z S. 
r*. 



oo -3 

> H 



CJ 

r“ 

C 

3 



SC 



03 

0J 



U 

oo 



O 

•a 

E 

sc 



3 

<u 

X 

L. 

o 

5 

4 -^ 

3 

u 

<A 

E 

T3 

3 

r— 

5 

or 



<U 

33 

u 

£ 

x 



a 

a 

a 

< 

CD 

<V 

00 



33 

CO 

CA 



CO 

oc 

C 

X 

o 

a 

x 



c 

x 

<a 

33 

(O 

CA 

3 



03 

E 



3 2 






oo 



O 

I> 



sc 

3 



SC 

Q 



03 O 
> S— 
03 X 

— ' \J 

& W 
« ■£ 
SC o 



3 ro 
cT 



- sc 

"O 3 

x a 
x sc 



£ O 3 
x rf 



J2 
5 — 

sc 5 

x S 
3 E 

a d 
d c 

■S? 

33 JP 

o 2 
o 

^ r. 

u 03 

3 X 
CU ~ 

CM ° 
\ V 



^ - 
S 5A 
u a 

2 r- 

£ 55 
t , r- 

U 5 

£ & 
r-i 



05 

CO 



COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
CHILD IDENTIFICATION PROCESS 
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Holistic View of the Child! A view of the child that considers all of the domains of development; the 
strengths, needs, and interests of the child; the family's perceptions of the child; the performance of the 
child in a variety of environments and with a variety of people, including the home and other 
environments, that are familiar to the child and family. 
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opinion is met when the information from the assessment process is recorded in the child's records, 
including a written statement by the two properly certificated professionals explaining why utilization 
of a standardized score is not adequate for appropriately describing the child's abilities. Written 
explanation of the clinical opinion is also necessary to provide interpretation of the collected base line 
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Standardized Parent Inventory of Child Development: A norm referenced questionnaire that 
asks questions about a child's current level of functioning in various domains. It is completed by the 
parent alone or by the parent being interviewed by another individual. (See “Standardized 
Instrument”) 
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